
The Minneapolis Foundati on, Greater Twin Citi es United 
Way, and GiveMN launched the Minnesota Helps - North 
Minneapolis Recovery Fund on Monday May 23. The Fund 
was created to support the immediate and long-term 
needs of the individuals, families, nonprofi ts, and busi-
nesses impacted by the devastati ng tornado and storm 
that hit North Minneapolis on May 22, 2011.  

Since the fund was created the day aft er the tornado hit, 
$1.6 million has been raised from generous community 
members, foundati ons, and businesses, and $1.4 million 
has been distributed to 33 diff erent agencies serving 
those impacted. 

The following summary is a snapshot of the services 
provided by grantees that have reported their acti viti es by September 30, 2011. This is the fi rst report on the 
progress of the Fund and includes informati on from both interim and fi nal reports of 11 organizati ons. Additi onal 
reports will be shared when acti viti es conclude. The area of children and youth is heavily represented in this 
report, refl ecti ng the ending of summer programs for young people.

The 11 organizati ons represented in this report received a combined total of $352,660 from the Minnesota Helps 
Fund and were able to leverage an additi onal $790,000 to support similar eff orts for tornado relief and recovery. 
These agencies overwhelmingly reported it was criti cal for them to have funds available to help meet basic 
needs, structural repairs, and services for children and youth. Below is a listi ng of grantees, reportable outcomes, 
and recommendati ons.

Basic Needs - $151,942
Nearly 60,000 individuals received basic needs support from the City of Minneapolis’ Disaster Recovery Center, 
Second Harvest Heartland, and/or Project for Pride in Living. Most of the basic needs support was for food 
distributi on immediately following the tornado, and food distributi on throughout the summer. Minnesota Helps 
Fund grantees helped/provided:

• 1,200 individuals received clean clothes, food 
and water from the Disaster Recovery Center. 
Additi onal supplies were distributed to help 
clean their homes and meet minimum needs 
unti l additi onal assistance was provided, 
including provision of new ID’s, access to food 
stamps, housing assistance, behavioral health 
services, and other services.

• 185,393 pounds of food ordered by and 
delivered to Second Harvest Heartland’s North 
Minneapolis partner agencies at no charge.

• Over 51,000 individuals received food supplies 
over the course of the tornado’s aft ermath 
through Second Harvest Food Bank.
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A family walks by downed trees the day aft er the storm.

Food donati ons to Second Harvest

• 73 adults and six 
families in Project 
for Pride in Living’s 
housing received 
beds and 2 families 
were reimbursed 
for hotel stays.

• 100 families 
received additi onal 
support for shelter, 
furniture and 
other supplies 
including gift  
cards, transportati on, etc.  

For more informati on: www.MinnesotaHelps.org Photos: Bruce Silcox Photography



Urban Homeworks volunteers repair a home on 
the Northside. 

Case Management - $240,750
The Northside Community Response Team (NCRT) has provided overall management of needs of those impacted by the 
tornado. The largest area for direct assistance was for housing related assistance followed by basic needs support and 
direct fi nancial support. Minnesota Helps Fund grantees helped/provided:

• 1,233 families access for assistance.

• 711 individuals further assessed, received case managed with recovery 
plans.

• 190 families received rental/mortgage assistance.

• 96 families received household items to replace damaged items.

• 96 children received trauma interventi on and counseling services.

Housing- $75,000
Hundreds of individuals and families received assistance with home repair 
homes, as well as confl ict resoluti on and legal services to mediate tenant/
landlord issues from Minneapolis Urban League and Urban Homeworks. 
Minnesota Helps Fund grantees helped:

• 23 individuals received legal aid counseling (tenant/landlord resoluti on).

• 42 un/under insured households and 16 insured households receive 
repair services.

• Identi fi ed and certi fi ed 47 minority contractors to parti cipate in the 
rebuilding of the Northside (of those contractors, 34 were from North 
Minneapolis).

• Repair 292 houses in the initi al aft ermath of the tornado.

Children & Youth - $161,718
Thousands of children and youth parti cipated in summer enrichment 
acti viti es throughout the summer through the Boys and Girls Clubs of the 
Twin Citi es, North Community YMCA, EMERGE Community Development, 
Minneapolis Park and Recreati on Board, YWCA of Minneapolis, and Tree 
Trust. Much of the funding supported the expansion of existi ng programs 
by providing additi onal scholarships and extending programming 
throughout the summer to those impacted by the tornado.

Summer youth employment eff orts provided an economic boost for 
the youth and families. Over the summer, youth cleaned over 200 sites 
representi ng individual homes and public places, and provided direct 
repair to 147 houses and rental units were completed throughout the 

summer. These grantees also provided basic needs, such as, food and meals as part of the Children and Youth Category. 

Minnesota Helps Fund grantees helped/provided:

• 1,697 youth parti cipate in summer programming 
services through the Boys and Girls Clubs of the Twin 
Citi es, North Community YMCA, Boys and Girls Club 
of the Twin Citi es, and YWCA Minneapolis.

• 6,782 meals served to youth.

• 212 youth parti cipated in fi eld trips.

• 25 youth and young adults provided debris removal, 
cleaning and painti ng services to 200 families 
through EMERGE’s StreetWerks Program.

• 17 youth provided park restorati on and clean up 
services near their own homes and neighborhood 
through Minneapolis Park and Recreati on Board and 
EMERGE Community Development.

• 300 meals served to families att ending Safe Night 
Out.

• Partnerships with Urban Homeworks, Tree Trust 
and Minneapolis Park and Recreati on allowed an 
additi onal 6 youth to assist 61 individuals to rehab/
rebuild North Minneapolis homes and rental units 
through Tree Trust. 

EMERGE volunteers help clean up the Northside.



Recommendati ons
As the Minnesota Helps Fund Advisory Committ ee conti nues to review applicati ons, members will carefully consider the 
next phase for prioriti zing the remaining funds to support emerging needs and recovery eff orts in North Minneapolis. 
Based on initi al reports from grantees, the following areas of concern were identi fi ed:

Conti nued immediate support for:

• Financial assistance and basic needs.

• Advocacy or support in getti  ng insurance companies 
to pay for needed repairs and replacements.

• Financial assistance to help un or under-insured 
individuals and families.

• Legal help to track down and be reimbursed by the 
“storm chaser” contractors who accepted payment 
and then did not do the work or did sub-par work 
and now cannot be contacted. 

• Providing home owners and distressed landlords 
with the resources menti oned above would speed up 
the home repair process and help the neighborhood 
recover.

Long term strategies created for:

• Aff ordable housing

• Child care assistance

• Counseling for children, youth and families (Post 
Traumati c Stress)

• Business support

• Youth development acti viti es

Next Steps 
The Minnesota Helps - Northside Recovery Fund will conti nue to review applicati ons unti l funds are no longer available. 
Grantees will conti nue to provide updates through scheduled Interim and Final Reports. A fi nal reporti ng of outcomes 
and lessons learned will be shared with the community aft er acti viti es conclude.

With damages esti mated at $166 million and several families sti ll displaced, experts are predicti ng a three-year recovery 
period. The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) recently denied relief for individuals aff ected by the storm. 
The public is sti ll encouraged to contribute either through GiveMN.org or through The Minneapolis Foundati on. 

Donati ons are sti ll being accepted via GiveMN.org.

FUNDING PARTNERS:

Victor and Kristi ne Anthony Family Foundati on
Best Buy Corporati on
Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Minnesota Foundati on
CenturyTel, Inc.
Comcast
Cummins Foundati on
Curti s L. Carlson Foundati on
Faegre & Benson Foundati on
F.R. Bigelow Foundati on
George Family Foundati on
The Grott o Foundati on
James R. Thorpe Foundati on

Land O’ Lakes, Inc.
Lunds and Byerly’s
McKnight Foundati on
Minneapolis Jewish Federati on
North Star Fund
Park Nicollet Foundati on
Pohlad Family Foundati on
The Saint Paul Foundati on
TCF Foundati on
US Bank - Private Client & Trust Services
Wells Fargo Foundati on

Thanks to all the generous individuals who gave their ti me and money to help those impacted recover and 
the many organizati ons working together to rebuild this vibrant part of our community.



Employment - $207,533
EMERGE Community Development - $30,881

EMERGE, Minneapolis Parks and Recreati on Board 
on behalf of the NCRT - $117,500

Minneapolis Park and Recreati on Board - $35,000

Tree Trust - $24,152

Housing – $235,000
Heading Home Hennepin - $100,000

Minneapolis Urban League – $25,000

Twin Citi es Habitat for Humanity, Inc. – $50,000

Urban Homeworks - $60,000

Small Business - $92,000
Catalyst Community Partners - $22,000 

Northside Economic Opportunity Network 
(NEON) - $35,000

West Broadway Business and Area Coaliti on - $35,000

Basic Needs - $296,284
EMERGE Community Development - $19,834

MAD DADS – $10,000

Minneapolis Department of Health and 
Family Support - $115,242

Northside Community Response Team - $25,000

Operati on Living Hope - $5,000

Pillsbury United Communiti es (PUC) – $35,000

Prayer Center – $5,000

Project for Pride in Living (PPL) - $5,000

Sabathani Community Center - $35,000

Second Harvest Heartland - $31,701

World Vision - $9,507

Case Management – $285,750
ECHO Minnesota – $25,000 

Northside Community Response Team - $240,750

Jordan New Life HUB - $20,000

Children and Youth – $292,593
Asian Media Access - $12,000

Boys and Girls Clubs of the Twin Citi es - $30,435

Family Partnership – $21,600

Kwanzaa Community Church - $35,000

Minneapolis Beacons Network - $35,000

North Community YMCA - $35,000

Northside Achievement Zone - $35,000 

Phyllis Wheatley Community Center - $21,400

Plymouth Christi an Youth Center (PCYC) - $35,000

Shiloh Internati onal Temple– $25,908

YWCA of Minneapolis - $6,250

Minnesota Helps - North Minneapolis Recovery Fund 
Full Grants List

as of 12/1/11

Distributi on of Money by Area
Total: $1,409,160

The Minneapolis Foundati on | 80 South Eighth Street | Suite 800 | Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402 | 612.672.3878 | MinneapolisFoundati on.org

For More Informati on 
Visit MinnesotaHelps.org or for North Minneapolis residents who have been impacted by the tornado and need 
assistance call the hotline at (612) 787-3730 to get connected with services and support. The hotline operates on 
weekdays between 9 a.m. – 6 p.m.


