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Welcome

Journalism is a key part of thriving 
communities—and it remains critical today 
as our society navigates a time of rapid 
change. At the same time, the way we get our 
news is shifting fast, bringing both challenges 
and opportunities. 

Today’s event is all about exploring how 
we can keep our news ecosystem strong, 
especially here in Minnesota. 

We’re glad you’re here for this important 
conversation and hope you leave more 
informed, energized, and committed to a 
future where everyone has access to vital 
news and information about the issues that 
affect our lives. 



Agenda

8 a.m.
Breakfast and Networking 

9 a.m.
Welcome from  

Minneapolis Foundation CEO R.T. Rybak 

9:15 a.m.
Minnesota’s News Ecosystem  

Our state’s news consumers range from 
students to seniors, from city dwellers to the 
residents of rural and tribal communities—
and they get their news in a variety of ways. 
We’ll get grounded with a bird’s-eye view of 

the landscape. 

9:55 a.m.
How Philanthropy is Showing Up  

From federal funding cuts to rapidly 
advancing technology, the challenges and 
opportunities faced by Minnesota’s news 

ecosystem are significant and swiftly 
evolving. This panel discussion digs into 

how Minnesotans are responding through 
initiatives like Press Forward and the 

OneMPLS Fund.



Agenda

 10:50 a.m.
Break and Networking 

11:05 a.m.
The Need for News 

Local news is vital to our communities—
keeping Minnesotans informed, safe, and 
connected. We’ll hear powerful examples 

of what this looks like from seasoned 
journalists across Minnesota. 

11:45 a.m.
Lunch 

12:15 p.m. 
Keynote Conversation  
with Kara Swisher 

1:15 p.m.
Final Thoughts 

1:20 p.m.
Event Concludes 



Thank You  
To Our Sponsors

https://www.macfound.org/
https://www.mcknight.org/
https://knightfoundation.org/


Our Speakers

John Croman 
Longtime Political Reporter,  

KARE11

John Croman was a journalist for more than 
40 years before his retirement in 2024. For 
the final 20 years of that career, John was a 
familiar face at the Minnesota Capitol as a 
political reporter for KARE11.  He has covered 
every kind of election throughout the state, 
as well as countless committee hearings and 
floor debates for any number of state policy 
proposals. His first job in journalism was for 
the NPR affiliate in Lawrence, Kansas, in his 
native state. 



Our Speakers

Georgia Fort 
Founder of BLCK Press and President of the 

Center for Broadcast Journalism 

Fort is a three-time regional Emmy 
award-winning journalist, visionary media 
entrepreneur, and cultural storyteller 
reshaping the future of news in America. 
She has built a first-of-its-kind ecosystem 
that blends independent journalism, 
journalism education for youth, and 
community-rooted storytelling.  

Her reporting has been seen on CNN, ABC, 
NBC and PBS, but Fort is best known for 
breaking away from legacy newsrooms to 
pioneer authentic, equity-driven journalism 
at the height of the 2020 uprising. 
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She was one of only two journalists in the 
courtroom for Derek Chauvin’s sentencing 
and has since become a national thought 
leader on narrative justice, media 
representation, and the urgent need to 
rebuild trust in journalism.  

Under her leadership, BLCK Press launched 
the TV news program Here’s the Truth, which 
earned 12 Regional Emmy nominations 
and three wins in just three seasons. 
Her nonprofit, the Center for Broadcast 
Journalism, trains the next generation of 
reporters through Power 104.7 FM and its 
summer media lab, placing young people into 
newsrooms across the region. She is a 2025 
Bush Fellow. 



Our Speakers

Mukhtar Ibrahim 
Strategy Consultant,  

Press Forward Minnesota 

Ibrahim is the founder of the consulting firm 
Sayid Group. He previously founded and led 
Sahan Journal, a leading news organization in 
Minnesota dedicated to covering the state’s 
immigrants and underserved communities. 

Mukhtar’s leadership has earned him 
numerous prestigious awards, including the 
Carnegie Corporation of New York’s Great 
Immigrant Award and a Bush Foundation 
Leadership Fellowship. 

In 2024, he was selected as one of 140 rising 
leaders from the United States to participate 
in the Young American Leaders Program at 
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Harvard Business School and was awarded 
the Hubert H. Humphrey Public Leadership 
Award at the University of Minnesota.  

Mukhtar holds an MBA from the University of 
Minnesota’s Carlson School of Management 
and a master’s degree in journalism from 
Columbia University. 



Our Speakers

Alex Kormann 
Staff Photographer,  

Minnesota Star Tribune

Kormann’s first memory of photography was 
playing with his father’s film cameras as a 
child. The craft took on a new meaning for 
him after his dad died from cancer in 2014.  
He studied photojournalism at UNC-Chapel 
Hill and was hired at the Minnesota Star 
Tribune shortly after graduating. After 
spending two years in Duluth, he now lives 
and works in Minneapolis. 



Our Speakers

Meg Martin 
Associate Director,  

Minnesota Journalism Center  
at the University of Minnesota 

At the Minnesota Journalism Center, Martin 
coordinates programming, operations and 
connections with newsrooms, journalists, 
and support organizations across the state. 
She is a freelance editor and fact-checker, 
and has been a journalist for 20 years, 
working primarily in local news. She worked 
for nearly a decade at MPR News as a digital 
editor, podcast editor, and managing editor 
for regional news, special projects and 
partnerships. She has also worked for The 
Roanoke Times in Virginia and as a Naughton 
Fellow at The Poynter Institute. 



Our Speakers

A former Knight-Wallace Fellow at the 
University of Michigan, Martin is now building 
on work from that fellowship to study how 
best to prepare, support and connect editors 
and team leaders in small and mid-size local 
newsrooms. 



Our Speakers

Tim Murphy 
Program Officer,  

McKnight Foundation

In his role at McKnight, Murphy has extended 
the capacity of McKnight’s program teams, 
including leading a portfolio of grants around 
institutional memberships, democracy, local 
media, and journalism. He is passionate about 
the intersection of media, democracy, and 
equity across the entire state of Minnesota. 

Murphy joined the McKnight Foundation 
on its Midwest Climate & Energy program 
in 2016. He then served on the Grants & 
Program Operations team before becoming a 
program officer with the Vibrant & Equitable 
Communities team. He holds two degrees 
from the University of Minnesota:  
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A bachelor’s degree in environmental 
sciences, policy, and management and 
an MBA from the Carlson School of 
Management. 

Murphy is a member of the Board of Advisors 
at the Glen Nelson Center at American 
Public Media Group. He was a 2023 Justice 
Funders Harmony Fellow and is a 2024 
PLACES Fellow with The Funders Network.



Our Speakers

Patrice Relerford 
Vice President  

of Collective Impact and Giving,  
Minneapolis Foundation

Relerford guides the Foundation’s Collective 
Impact and Giving strategies and related 
funds to ensure local philanthropy is more 
inclusive and responsive. She partners 
with the Foundation’s Philanthropic 
Services team to create engaging learning 
experiences related to key quality-of-life 
issues in the metro area. She also guides the 
Foundation’s Reimagine Education strategy, 
which focuses on advancing equity and 
closing opportunity gaps. 
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Relerford worked for People Serving People 
homeless shelter in Minneapolis prior to 
joining the Foundation in 2015.  

She earned her bachelor’s degree in 
journalism from the University of Missouri-
Columbia and began her career as a K-12 
education reporter at the Star Tribune. 
She also completed a master’s degree in 
public administration from the University of 
Illinois-Chicago.



Our Speakers

R.T. Rybak 
President and CEO,  

Minneapolis Foundation

Rybak joined the Minneapolis Foundation in 
2016 after careers in journalism, publishing, 
urban development and marketing, and 12 
years as Mayor of Minneapolis. Under his 
leadership the Foundation has more than 
doubled the money it invests in communities, 
now granting more than $100 million a year 
in Minnesota and around the world. The 
Foundation’s grantmaking program focuses 
on equity and justice in education, economic 
mobility, and the environment, creating what 
Rybak calls a “community of generosity” to 
align fundholders at the Foundation with 
emerging community needs.



Our Speakers

Kara Swisher 
Media Reporter and Entrepreneur

Swisher is the host of On with Kara Swisher 
and co-host of the Pivot podcast. She’s 
editor-at-large at New York Magazine and a 
CNN contributor. 

Swisher is the co-founder of the technology 
website, Recode, and tech conference, Code, 
which is the country’s premier conference 
on tech and media. Swisher’s new book, 
Burn Book: A Tech Love Story, is part 
memoir, part history, and ultimately a witty, 
scathing, but fair accounting of the tech 
industry and its founders who wanted to 
change the world but broke it instead. The 
book details how the commercial internet 
came into being and how, for all it has given 
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the world, it now sits at the center of global 
power, creating a clear and present danger 
to humanity. Yet despite the damage she 
chronicles, Swisher remains optimistic 
about tech’s potential to help solve 
problems and not just create them.



Our Speakers

Tom Weber 
Senior Director of Special Initiatives,  

Minneapolis Foundation

Weber is a longtime journalist and writer 
who spent more than a decade as a reporter 
and host for Minnesota Public Radio before 
transitioning to the communications world. 
He was assistant director of communications 
at Mitchell Hamline School of Law for 
four years before joining the Minneapolis 
Foundation. He is the author of Minneapolis: 
An Urban Biography, which was published in 
2020 and updated in 2022 by the Minnesota 
Historical Society Press. 



About  
Press Forward

Press Forward Minnesota is a statewide 
movement to re-center local journalism 
as a force for community cohesion, civic 
participation, and government accountability, 
with a focus on racial equity. Housed at the 
Minnesota Council on Foundations, it’s a five-
year initiative with the goal of raising $10 
million to reinvest in Minnesota’s local news 
ecosystem. 

Press Forward Minnesota is a local chapter 
of the national Press Forward movement to 
strengthen democracy by revitalizing local 
news and information. 

LEARN MORE

https://pressforwardmn.org


About  
the OneMPLS Fund

The OneMPLS Fund pools money from people 
like you to respond nimbly to our community’s 
most urgent needs. Launched in 2018, the 
OneMPLS Fund has invested more than 
$6 million to address issues ranging from 
affordable housing to the economic effects 
of the pandemic. 

Every year, the Minneapolis Foundation 
targets 1-3 pressing local issues and uses 
this fund to address them. This fall, your 
donation to the OneMPLS Fund—in any 
amount—will support public media in 
Minnesota through the Save the Signal fund 
of Press Forward Minnesota. 

LEARN MORE

https://minneapolisfoundation.org/onempls-fund/ 


How to Help

Keep supporting local journalism 
Last year, our fundholders contributed 
nearly $1 million to news organizations 
across the state. Keep it up! Work with 
your Philanthropic Advisor to find new 

organizations to support or new ways to 
deepen your giving impact. 

Contribute to the OneMPLS Fund 
This fund at the Minneapolis Foundation will 

focus its investments this year on media 
organizations in Minnesota most impacted 

by the elimination of federal funding 
through the Corporation for  

Public Broadcasting.

CONTRIBUTE

https://minneapolisfoundation.org/onempls-fund/ 


How to Help

Start a giving circle 
Giving circles bring together donors at all 
giving levels to pool their contributions, 

decide together on the organizations they 
will support, and make a bigger impact than 

they could alone. For more information, 
contact Sara Lueben at slueben@

mplsfoundation.org.  

Open or transfer a Donor Advised Fund
Turn your charitable intentions into impact 
and join a vibrant community individuals 

and families who are working to fuel lasting 
change in partnership with the Minneapolis 
Foundation. Get started at GiveAdvised.org.  

GET STARTED

CONTACT US

mailto:slueben%40mplsfoundation.org?subject=Starting%20a%20Giving%20Circle
mailto:slueben%40mplsfoundation.org?subject=Starting%20a%20Giving%20Circle
https://www.minneapolisfoundation.org/give-advised/
https://www.minneapolisfoundation.org/give-advised/
mailto:slueben%40mplsfoundation.org?subject=Start%20a%20Giving%20Circle


Follow Us

https://www.facebook.com/MinneapolisFoundation
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCfXg8uukslFZMumV1K2NaA
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-minneapolis-foundation/
https://www.instagram.com/mplsfoundation/

